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Item 1 - Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting

The Sustainable Development Unit (SDU) would monitor the implementation of projects supported
by the Sustainable Development (SD) Fund and would liaise as necessary with relevant District
Offices.

Item 2 — Report of the Education and Publicity Sub-committee (Paper 04/04)

Members noted that the EPSC had decided not to reconsider the application from Hong Kong
People’s Council for Sustainable Development to the SD Fund. The EPSC would slightly revise the
procedures for processing the second round of applications to the Fund. The EPSC was
considering an education and publicity strategy, with a view to enhancing public awareness of SD.

Members considered it important for the SD Fund to first establish itself as a process that could
guarantee the proper utilisation of funds and deliver good quality projects. Based on the objective
that the $100 million SD Fund should last for ten years, $10 million annually was originally
earmarked for grants from the Fund. Nonetheless, some flexibility was justifiable in this first year
of the Fund’s operation, particularly in view of the enthusiastic response following the first call for
applications. Members agreed that an additional $5 million should be set aside from the SD Fund,
making available a total of $7.25 million for the second round of applications.

Item 3 — Report of the Strategy Sub-committee — Draft Invitation and Response Document
(Paper 05/04)

Members noted that the Invitation and Response (IR) document was the product of a partnership
between the Council, the Government representatives and the other stakeholders who participated in
the Support Groups. The objective of the document was to put key questions to the public and
involve them in the formulation of the SD strategy. The document had highlighted the general
social, economic and environmental costs of different options. The community would decide
whether they could afford the various options, having regard to the costs as well as their aspiration
to improve the general quality of life.

Members agreed to endorse the draft IR document in principle, subject to any additional views that
Members might forward to the SDU in a week’s time. In planning for the launch of the next stage of
the engagement process in July, due regard would be given to other events around the period.

Item 4 - Any other business

It was brought to Members’ attention that a publication entitled “Sustainable Development in Hong
Kong” had recently been published by the Hong Kong University Press, which featured a collection
of articles on SD issues in Hong Kong.

Item S — Date of the Next Meeting

The sixth meeting of the Council was scheduled for 13 September 2004.
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